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(vi.) s**i- At the same time they were in theory and largely in prac-
tato. tice under ^e control of the town authorities, and their
efforts to emancipate themselves from this control were
severely checked. Occasionally also the gilds were employed
as agents of national supervision. We have seen how many
London companies were vested with rights of search at ai
the fairs throughout the country *; and as early as 1300
the wardens of the Goldsmiths were empowered by statute
to make search among their crafta. In the latter half of the
fifteenth century the craft gilds in all parts of the kingdom
became the recognized channels through which the central
government carried out some, at any rate, of its economic
functions; and they were entrusted with duties afterwards
assigned to justices of the peace. Thus, in the well-known
Act of 1463 " the masters or wardens for the time being of
every craft or mistery in every city, borough, town and
village ", were given authority to search for wares imported
into the realm by aliens 3. The following year elaborate
regulations were laid down as to the size of cloth, and the
rulers of the gild were made responsible for their execu-
tion 4. In this way the position of the craft gilds was fortified
by the recognition of the State, and their dignity, prestige
and strength were proportionately enhanced.
The              The first sign of the disintegration of the gild structure
was marked by the appearance of the yeomen or journey-
men gilds, which were associations of wage-earners formed
within the craft gild, but maintaining a separate and where
possible an independent existence. This combination of
hired workers in revolt against their employers was a
symptom that the harmonious relations between masters
and men were breaking down under the stress of industrial
competition and the pressure of new economic forces. The
ultimate reason for the rise of the yeomen gilds lies in the
fact that the journeymen were sinking into the condition
1 Supra, pp. 256-257.                                          a Statutes, i. 141.
a Ibid. ii. 397.   For the Act empowering the Coverlet-makers of York
to make search throughout the county: infra, p. 505.
* Statute, ii. 406.